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A Word from Pastor Ashley
October is a busy month at Valley of  Peace! We have many special events,
celebrations, and are settling into the rhythm of  ongoing programming,
rehearsals, and gatherings. 

One of  the many things happening for us in the month of  October is our
Reformation Sunday Worship on Sunday, October 25. During this service, we
will celebrate the Rite of  Confirmation with our 9th grade students and their
families. 

On Reformation Sunday, we give thanks to God for our young people who are
discovering what it means to live in God’s love. They are learning, asking
questions, trying things out, and finding their own ways of  being part of  this
faith community. On Reformation Sunday, we remember that the church is
not a finished thing. It is always being renewed, always being invited to listen
more deeply, and always being called to trust that the Holy Spirit is at work
among us. 

But what is renewal doesn’t always mean doing something new? 
Continued ...
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“Living in God’s love and compassion, we
are called to be disciples of  Jesus Christ,
as the Holy Spirit works through us for

healing, justice, and peace.”

This has been a full year at Valley of  Peace. We have experienced loss, responded
to the needs of  our neighbors, celebrated the completion of  our kitchen, and
continued the ordinary and extraordinary work of  being church together. We
have given our time, our attention, our generosity, and our care.

And perhaps, in this season, we are also being invited to receive. To receive the
love of  God that does not depend on our productivity. To receive the gift of  one
another without needing to accomplish anything. To remember that the church
belongs to God, and that God’s work does not depend entirely on us. 

In the Gospel of  Matthew, Jesus says, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” I hear this invitation not as a
command to done one more thing well, but as permission to set some things
down. 

For two weeks in October, I will be taking some time away. I will spend one week
doing continuing education and another week enjoying some time with family. 
I am intentionally focusing on restorative rest. I am looking forward to making
room for renewal, not simply so that I can return ready to do more, but because
rest is itself  a gift from God. And, a special thank you to Pastor Wes Syverson
who will be available for pastoral care while I am away, and the many other
rostered leaders in our church who will be leading Bible Studies and Worship
Services while I am away. 

I will say it again, rest is itself  a gift from God. Perhaps that is a gift we can
practice together. Let us make room for quiet, for joy, for unhurried
conversation, and for the simple assurance that we are beloved, just as we are, and
we do not need to earn or accomplish God’s gracious presence and love. This is a
promise and a practice that was proclaimed during the Reformation and one that
we continue to live by today.

In this season, may you too find rest in the days ahead. May you know that you do
not have to carry everything, fix everything, or accomplish everything. You are
loved just as you are and you are called to trust and rest in this promise. 

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Ashley



Want to join the choir for the Christmas season? 
Come join us! We will begin practicing our Christmas Music Celebration and Christmas Eve songs on 

Wednesday October 21 at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
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Christmas Choir

Neighborhood Coffee & Conversation at Valley of Peace
Since the COVID pandemic, many have noted that we have an epidemic of  loneliness in our communities. 

After being isolated for months, it seems that we may have forgotten how to exercise our most basic social muscles. 

If  you find yourself  lonely, in need of  conversation partners, or just wanting to know your neighbors better,
please join us at Valley of  Peace Lutheran church for a weekly time of  coffee and conversation. No obligation, no

expectation. Just show up when you are able, share a warm (or cold) beverage and chat with whoever else shows up.
Come by yourself  or invite a friend. We’ll have the coffee on! Beginning Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2026.

Every Wednesday morning, 10:00 – 11:00 am
Valley of  Peace Lutheran Church, 4735 Bassett Creek Drive
Fireside Room – second floor, accessible by elevator or stairs

In the same spirit of  hosting “Java for Mamas and Papas”, if  you are interested and available to help with hosting
our neightbors - occasionally, frequently, or regularly - please let Laurie Eaton know! 

Office Availability
Kelsey Pierson will be out of  the office on: 

Wednesday, October 14
Thursday, October 15
Tuesday, October 20

Kelsey will be working from home and checking email sporadically. If  you need access to the building, please let her
know ahead of  time. If  you would like to schedule an appointment with a staff  member, please email them directly. 

Office Hours will resume as normal on Wednesday, October 21 at 1-5 pm.
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Adult Faith Formation
Join us for Adult Faith Formation in the Fireside Room at 9:00 am!

October 4: Laurie Eaton’s conclusion to her Bible study on Revelation started last year!

October 11: A look into Valley of  Peace Discovery Center with Director Jamie Jones- learn more about the program and how
the organization serves this community. 

October 18: A recap on the summer youth trip to the Capitol of  the Cherokee Nation with Kristen Kessel and Dan Miller

October 25: The book of  Matthew on the need for Reformation in our lives with Wes Syverson. 

While October Fest is a wonderful celebration, it’s too noisy for Question or Two & a Brew. 
 Join us on Saturday, October 10  for Question or Two & a Brew.th

 We will meet at Mainstreet Bar & Grill in Hopkins at 4:30 pm.

814 Mainstreet, Hopkins, MN 55343
www.mainstreetbar.com

Any questions reach out to Wes Syverson or Pam Syverson.

Question or Two & a Brew



Save the date for God’s Work Our Hands this November 14  at Holy Nativity in New Hope. th

More details to come! 
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Save the Date

Thank you, VOP!
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The cross in the sanctuary is getting the spotlight it deserves! We have recently added some new lighting in the
sanctuary so that the cross about the altar is now fully illuminated. We have also added some additional light at

the front of  the sanctuary for music conductors and musicians.
 

This is a simple addition, but it makes a huge difference! The cross is one of  the most visible symbols in our
worship space.

 
A huge thank you to Matt Dellwo (and his dog Mozzy) for installing the new lights. And a thank you to all

VOP members for your patience as we worked through this update and for helping to make it possible through
your financial support.

 
I am grateful for this simple addition that helps draw our eyes toward the cross and reminds us, week after

week, of  the love of  Christ at the center of  who we are as a church. 

Let There Be Light... on the cross!
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Confirmation & Reformation Sunday
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Wildfire Talks
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Get Out the Vote- Citizens for Affordable Health Care

Wherever we stand on political issues of our day, we are all aware that the upcoming election is of
critical importance. For Christians, the vocation of citizenship calls us to participate in creating

communities that meet the needs of all of our neighbors. One of our most important rights in the
United States is the right to vote. Join with others to have fun and raise awareness about the

importance of voting as we march together in Plymouth on Parade, on October 10! Many of our
VOP families live in Plymouth, and this is a community event open to the surrounding area.

Focusing on the issue of affordable health care for all, our goal is to urge people to vote for
candidates who are willing to listen to citizen concerns and create solutions that work for all
Minnesotans. We are planning a Halloween theme to highlight that everyone has a body that
needs access to affordable care. Imagine skeletons and zombies with signs saying, “Dying for
affordable health care!” or a giant band aid with a sign that says, “a band aid isn’t sufficient.”

Every candidate for public office should be asked the question: “What will you do to ensure that
every Minnesotan has access to affordable health care?” This idea grew out of the Public

Discipleship for Such a Time as This series, with participation from about 25 of your fellow
members.

We aim to have 50 people – members, families, and friends – participating with us. 
Here are the details:

Saturday, October 10 – Plymouth on Parade
Start lining up at 9:00, parade begins at 10:30am

Parade is approximately one mile long – we will have a float, so we can accommodate both
walkers and riders!

A family friendly, non-confrontational way to encourage everyone to exercise their right to
vote, and to encourage candidates to listen to their constituents

Please sign up to participate on the sheet in the narthex. Invite your friends and family. A group
sign-making event will take place on Sunday, October 4, following worship.

If  you have questions, or creative ideas you want to contribute, please contact Lona Froyum,
Joyce Wilson, or Laurie Eaton. We have teams responsible for creativity, messaging, songs and

chants…there’s plenty of room for you!
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PRISM Updates

Did you know that our local food shelf  at PRISM helped nearly 2000 households just in the
month of August?  

And that they distributed about 150,000 pounds of food?  
Your generosity is appreciated and much needed!

Please remember that our grocery cart and collection baskets in the VOP lower entryway 
are ready and waiting for your donations every week throughout the year.  

You may choose, if  you wish to contribute funds, or to consider volunteering.  
Information is available on the PRISM website.

https://prismmpls.org/

And coming up on October 3 is PRISMPalooza! 
 A fun day of food, community vendors, music, games, food donation opportunities, and 

the Shop for Change will be open with a 25% discount on everything!

Finally, right around the corner in November, we will be collecting toys and gifts for the
PRISM Holiday Toy Shoppe – watch for more information!

Thank you from your Social Ministry Team
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Rebecca Circle
Tuesday, October 13, 2026

9:30am - 11:30am

This Bible Study is from the Fall 2026 issue of  Gather magazine published by the Women of  the ELCA.

 BIBLE STUDY: Bold Faith on an Unexpected Journey

October- Session Two: Love & Loyalty: A story of  connection and courage Ruth, a Moabite widow, chooses to remain
with her mother-in-law Naomi and step into an unknown future. Her bold faith is revealed in loyalty, courage and

openness to God’s provision. In Ruth’s story, we see how God weaves love, community and promise through even the
most uncertain paths. This session invites participants to reflect on the risks of faith, the gift of relationships and the

ways God works through everyday loyalty to bring forth extraordinary love.

  The Bible Study begins at 10:00am.

Come at 9:30am for social time
 4th floor Party Room at South Wirth Apartments

 501 Theodore Wirth Parkway in Golden Valley
A greeter will be in the lobby to welcome you and direct you to the meeting.

Mark the second Tuesday of  each month on your calendar and join us.
Whether you can come monthly, occasionally, or just for the summer,

you are always welcome.

You don’t need a copy of  the magazine to participate.
If  you have any questions or need directions, contact - Elaine Lofquist

em.lofquist@comcast.net   763-432-7966 (home) or 612-816-5591 (mobile)
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Gozo/Joy Salsa Fest!
The Racial Justice Team at Valley of Peace is excited to host a benefit event for our companion
congregation,Tapestry Church, a Lutheran Hispanic ministry in Richfield that has been deeply

impacted by Operation Metro Surge. We've heard and read the stories of fear, lost wages,
aggressive deportations and detentions; but our siblings in Christ in the Tapestry community have

been directly affected. Our aim is to provide a FUN opportunity to gather, get-to-know one
another, and provide support for our companions in Christ. Free will offerings will go directly to

Tapestry.

On Saturday, October 24th, from 3pm - 6pm, you and your family are invited to experience live
Latin music and dancing, enjoy authentic "South of the Border flavors" catered by members of the

Tapestry community, and browse the Artisan Boutique for handcrafted items. Tapestry dancers
will be on-hand to provide Salsa dancing instruction, if you like. All ages are invited to participate
in a community art activity! Invite friends and neighbors as well to this indoor/outdoor event! You
may also contribute to Tapestry at Valleyofpeace.org on the "Give" tab, including Tapestry in the

memo.

Plymouth Pride
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2026 Habitat Project Complete!
Our VoP Habitat Team worked for three days (9/16-9/28) on a new build in

MInnetonka. We were busy with cleaning, foam spraying, siding, erecting wall
sections, painting, flooring and miscellaneous projects. 18 Valley of Peace members
and 7 "friends" volunteered over that span. Thanks to Pastor Ashley for providing

lunch on Wednesday and thanks to Barb Mikelson for lunch on Thursday. We had a
Thrivent Action Grant that paid for donuts daily and for pizza on Friday.

Thanks to folks who donated money to our effort. We raised at least $5,325,
surpassing our goal of $5,000. Thanks to memorials for Neil Peterson, we started off

with a good amount. You can still make donations to our "Mission of the Month"
through the end of September. Just write "Habitat" in the memo line or go online and
designate your gift. Any monies left over after we send Habitat their check will stay in

the account and be used in 2027.

Thanks to Craig Franz for serving as co-coordinator with me.

Paul Mikelson
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Children, Youth & Family Updates
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Children, Youth & Family Updates
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Baptisms & Sympathies

Upcoming Funerals

Betty Hill’s Funeral will be on Saturday, November 7, 2026 at 11:00 am with 
a visitation beforehand at 10:00 am at Valley of Peace Lutheran Church. 

A luncheon will follow the service. 
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October Volunteers
OPENER/CLOSERS
October 4       Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
October 11     Jim Jasper
October 18     Craig Franz                  
October 25     Paul Mikelson

GREETERS
October 4      Ruth Larson & Jon Larson       
October 11    Ann Dybvig
October 18    Dan Johnson
October 25    Sue Trosvig

WELCOME CENTER
October 4       Diane Hinderlie
October 11     Julia Madison
October 18     Lisa Rothschild
October 25     Chrys Johnson

USHERS
October 4       Judy Greeninger, Casey Balint, 
                        Alex Balint & Steve Collin
October 11     Kirsten Styer, OPEN, 
                        Barry Terrass & Sten Pearson
October 18     Lynn Schneider, Ken Schneider,
                       Darlene Lamker & Dean Lamker
October 25     Assigned at Worship

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
October 4       Mike Stadie 
October 11     Tara Kuckkan 
October 18     Dan Miller
October 25     Darcie Rodman

READERS
October 4       Erik Daniels
October 11     Dan Weatherman
October 18     Diane Hinderlie
October 25     Assigned at Worship

FAITH MOMENT
October 4      Pastor Ashley Osborn
October 11    Darcie Rodman
October 18    Laurie Eaton
October 25    Pastor Ashley Osborn

COMMUNION SERVERS
October 4      Sara Hoge & Steve Hoge
October 11    Kirsten Kessel, Carolyn Rask, 
                       Barb Mikelson & Paul Mikelson
October 18    Gina Privratsky, Darcie Rodman, 
                       Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
October 25    Becca Anderson, Anna Campbell,        
                       Melissa Dellwo & Dan Miller
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October Volunteers

TECH 
October 4       Chuck Rudolph
October 11     Andy Dybvig
October 18     Pam Syverson
October 25     Evelyn Anderson

October 4 at 10:15 am
Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29

October 11 at 10:15 am
Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17

October 18 at 10:15 am
Joshua 24:1-15, 16-26

October 25 at 10:15 am
Jeremiah 3:31-34

COFFEE CART 
October 4      Lynn Schneider & Ken Schneider
October 11     Jim Jasper
October 18     Gina Privratsky & Lisa Thanghe
October 25     Nancy Rogness

ALTAR CARE      Claudia Aronsohn

October Scripture Reading
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November Volunteers
OPENER/CLOSERS
Nov. 1       Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
Nov. 8       Jim Jasper
Nov. 15     Craig Franz
Nov. 22     Paul Mikelson
Nov. 29     Jim Jasper

GREETERS
Nov. 1       Erik Daniels
Nov. 8       Sara Hoge
Nov. 15     Elaine Lofquist
Nov. 22     Gina Privratsky
Nov. 29     Dan Johnson

WELCOME CENTER
Nov. 1       Lisa Thanghe & Gina Privrasky
Nov. 8       Diane Hinderlie
Nov. 15     Lynn Schneider & Ken Schneider
Nov. 22     Chrys Johnson
Nov. 29     Julia Madison

USHERS
Nov. 1          Pam Syverson, Wes Syverson, 
                     Jon Larson & OPEN
Nov. 8          Lisa Thanghe, Gina Privratsky,
                    Laurie Eaton & Jim Jasper
Nov. 15        Kirsten Styer, Heidi Boesen, 
                     Skip Humphrey & Dave Gilyard
Nov. 22        Assigned at worship
Nov. 29         Ann Dybvig, Naomi Dybvig, 
                     Andy Dybvig & Sam Dybvig

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Nov. 1           Sara Blood
Nov. 8           Becca Anderson
Nov. 15         Sara Hoge
Nov. 22         Elizabeth Hermeier
Nov. 29         Mike Stadie

READERS
Nov. 1            Ken Schneider
Nov. 8             Paul Mikelson
Nov. 15           Pat Hoyt
Nov. 22          Assigned at worship
Nov. 29          Steve Hoge

FAITH MOMENT
Nov. 1           Darcie Rodman
Nov. 8            Erik Daniels
Nov. 15          Jon Larson
Nov. 22          Dan Miller
Nov. 29          Barb Mikelson

COMMUNION SERVERS
Nov. 1           Becca Anderson & Heidi Boesen 
Nov. 8           Anna Campbell, Melissa Dellwo, 
                      Sara Hoge & Dave Gilyard
Nov. 15        Mary Hovden, Dee Kendall, 
                      Steve Hoge & Dan Johnson
Nov. 22          Kirsten Kessel, Ruth Larson, 
                       Jon Larson & Dave Gilyard
Nov. 29          Barb Mikelson, Gina Privratsky, 
                       Carolyn Rask & Paul Mikelson
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November Volunteers

November 1 at 10:15 am
Psalm 23

November 8 at 10:15 am
2 Kings 5:1-15a, [15b-19]

November 15 at 10:15 am
Micah [1:3-5]; 5:2-5a; 6:6-8

November 22 at 10:15 am
TBD

November 29 at 10:15 am
TBD

COFFEE CART 
Nov. 1       Chrys Johnson
Nov. 8       Jim Jasper
Nov. 15     Lisa Thanghe & Gina Privratsky
Nov. 22     Nancy Rogness
Nov. 29     Lynn Schneider & Ken Schneider

ALTAR CARE      Pat Hepner

November Scripture Reading

TECH
Nov. 1       Melissa Dellwo
Nov. 8       Evelyn Anderson
Nov. 15     Steve Collin
Nov. 22     Naomi Dybvig
Nov. 29     Matt Dellwo
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Happy Birthday!
Oct. 1        Julia Madison
Oct. 3        Sarah Kempf & Colby Hovde
Oct. 4        Dean Lamker & Sam Campbell
Oct. 6        Andy Dybvig
Oct. 9        Judy Greeninger & Matthew Stetler
Oct. 12      Paul Mikelson
Oct. 13      Harriet Anderson & Elaine Lofquist
Oct. 14      Lucia Mikelson
Oct. 18      Kiki DiPietro

Happy Anniversary!
October 3         Annette & Don Balkenende, their 39th;
October 3         Sara Bingea & Marco Riley, their 6th;
October 4         Heidi & John Hovde, their 18th;
October 6         Sara & Steve Hoge, their 42nd;
October 11       Danaya & David Franke, their 24th;
October 11       Pastor Ashley & Jon Osborn, their 13th;
October 12       Lorin Walter & David Magnuson, their 13th;  
October 14       Shirley & Dan Johnson, their 42nd;
October 15       Kelsey & Gildas Dabé, their 4th;
October 24       Sarah & Daniel Kempf, their 34th;
October 26       Stephanie & Brian Cook, their 30th;

Oct. 19       Stephanie Cook
Oct. 21       Evelyn Anderson
Oct. 22       Daniel Broin
Oct. 23       Heather White
Oct. 25       Ruth Larson
Oct. 26       Margaret Wallace
Oct. 27       Kayla Oas & Andrew Loose
Oct. 28       Sam Dybvig
Oct. 30        Susan Gerber & Jennifer Lee
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Activity Calendar
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