
August 2026 Edition valleyofpeace.org

THEVOICE
VALLEY OF PEACE

LUTHERAN CHURCH

What’s Inside 

01     A Word From Pastor Ashley
02     Welcome Jamie
03     Inclusive Bulletins
03     Pray Without Ceasing
03     Adult Faith Formation
03     Question or Two & a Brew
03     Save the Date
04     Wildfire Talks
04     Summer Blessings Box Needs
05     Rebecca Circle
06     Gozo Joy Salsa Festival
07     Racial Justice
08     August Mission of  the Month
09     VBS Volunteering
10     Children, Youth & Family Updates
13     Deepening in the Valley
14     Sip & Sing
14     Some Note-able Music Updates
15     VOP Connects: Fall 2026
16     Wildfire Wednesday Worship
17     Baptisms & Sympathies
18     August Volunteers
20     September Volunteers
22     Birthdays & Anniversaries 
23     Activity Calendar

A Word from Pastor Ashley
One of  the things that I have loved most about this summer at Valley of  Peace
is seeing how many people have stepped forward to share gifts and remind us
that the church is truly a community.

While Beth Brandt enjoys a well-deserved sabbatical, we have been blessed by a
wonderful variety of  gifted musicians who have led us in worship. Their
willingness to share their talents has enriched our worship and reminded us
that music is a gift meant to be shared. 

And we have seen that theme of  gifts throughout the summer. Volunteers,
neighbors, and community partners came together to make Blacktop Bash a
joyful celebration at the end of  June. And, Java for Mama and Papa has
become a place of  welcome, conversation, laughter, and plenty of  delicious
treats. Many of  you have joined in VoP Connects Groups, Thursday morning
Text Study, Rebecca’s Circle, Question or 2 and a Brew, and many other
gatherings where relationships have deepened and faith has grown. 

Continued ...



These moments may look different on the surface, but they all share
something important in common: people bringing their unique gifts for
the sake of  community.

The Apostle Paul reminds us that the body of  Christ is made up of  many
members, each with different gifts, all needed for the whole to flourish.
This summer has been a beautiful reminder that ministry isn’t carried by
one person or even a few people. It happens whenever someone offers
music, bakes cookies, pours coffee, asks a thoughtful question, welcomes
a neighbor, shares an idea, listens with compassion, or simply shows up. 

Thank you for being a community where people are encouraged to use
the gifts God has given them. I cannot wait to see what God continues to
do through all of  us together!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Ashley
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“Living in God’s love and compassion, we
are called to be disciples of  Jesus Christ,
as the Holy Spirit works through us for

healing, justice, and peace.”

Welcome Jamie!
Hi everyone! My name is Jamie, and I am so excited to be the Discovery teacher and Site
Director for the upcoming 2026-2027 school year at LADC's Valley of  Peace Discovery
Center. I have worked in Early Childhood Education for over 10 years, and I truly love

being a part of  helping young children learn, grow, and discover the world around
them. Outside of  the classroom I love making memories while traveling with my family.
I am also a proud mom of  a two-year-old son, and a brand-new baby girl! I am looking

forward to getting to know all the children, families, and church community and
having a Blessed year together!

"Let all you do be done in love."
1 Corinthians 16:14



As we are planning for fall worship, we are looking at having more inclusive bulletins during worship, such as an 
“everything bulletin” (bulletin/announcements/hymns all in one bulletin) and large print bulletins. If  either of

those options would help you, please let Kelsey Pierson at office@valleyofpeace.org know. 
Thank you so much! 
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Inclusive Bulletins

Pray Without Ceasing will be taking a pause during
August. We will resume in the fall. 

More information to come in the next VOICE!

Pray Without Ceasing Adult Faith Formation
Kris Miller and Barb Stadie are serving as chairs this
year for Adult Faith Formation. We are in the process

of  scheduling speakers/topics for Adult Faith
Formation for the upcoming year. 

Please reach out to either Kris or Barb if  you'd like
to share a topic or presentation that might interest
our community so we can get it on the schedule--

your input and interest is greatly appreciated!

Email at kriseaslerart@gmail.com or
bstadie60@gmail.com or speak to us in person

 on Sundays.

Our wonderful organist and pianist, 
Beth Brandt will be returning from Sabbatical soon! 

Join us after worship on Sunday, August 16 as we
celebrate Beth’s return with some yummy treats! 

Save the Date 

Question or Two & a Brew
Join us on Saturday, August 15  for Question or Two
& a Brew. We will meet at Dangerous Man Brewing

in Minneapolis at 4:30 pm.

th

861 E. Hennepin Ave. #100, 
Mpls., MN 55414

www.dangerousmanbrewing.com

Any questions reach out to 
Wes Syverson or Pam Syverson.

mailto:kriseaslerart@gmail.com
mailto:bstadie60@gmail.com
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Summer Blessings Box Needs
You may be surprised by this, but our Blessings Box is still getting used a lot! This week, the

only thing left in the box was a bottle of mustard! 

Please consider donating things like: cans of soup, granola bars, dry milk, sugar, flour and
cereals (even regular size boxes). Things like shampoo, body wash, bars of soap, laundry
detergents, socks (for adults and/or children), toilet paper and deodorant can also be very

helpful. We can always use feminine hygiene products. Thanks to a donation, we have plenty of
toothbrushes and toothpaste right now. 

You may bring items to the office at church or right to the Welcome Center. You may even bring
your donations directly to the Box if  you’d like!  If  you are someone who doesn’t like to shop
but would still like to contribute to the Blessings Box, we have volunteer shoppers available to
help…just contact me at sally.danielsherron@gmail.com  Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
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Rebecca Circle
Tuesday, August 11, 2026

9:30am - 11:30am

This Bible Study is from the Summer 2026 issue of  Gather magazine published by the Women of  the ELCA.

 BIBLE STUDY: I am worthy. - God’s name, God’s promise

August - Session Three: I Am Because You Are
In Scripture, we learn how no one can flourish unless everyone does, for our lives are bound up with one another.

  The Bible Study begins at 10:00am.

Come at 9:30am for social time
 4th floor Party Room at South Wirth Apartments

 501 Theodore Wirth Parkway in Golden Valley
A greeter will be in the lobby to welcome you and direct you to the meeting.

Mark the second Tuesday of  each month on your calendar and join us.
Whether you can come monthly, occasionally, or just for the summer,

you are always welcome.

You don’t need a copy of  the magazine to participate.
If  you have any questions or need directions, contact - Elaine Lofquist

em.lofquist@comcast.net   763-432-7966 (home) or 612-816-5591 (mobile)
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Racial Justice
At the beginning of our worship services, Pastor Ashley reminds us of a question from the prophet Micah: 

"What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God?" (Micah 6:8)
It is a simple question, but it is not an easy one. As followers of Jesus, we seek to answer it not only in our own lives

but also as a church family.

So, what does it mean to do justice?
The Bible uses the Hebrew word mishpat for justice. It means more than simply being fair. It describes building a

community where every person is treated with dignity and has the opportunity to live the life God intends for them.
Notice that Micah does not tell us to think about justice or simply believe in justice. He tells us to do justice. Justice

is something we put into practice. It is action, not just words.
One way our congregation seeks to put justice into practice is through the work of Valley of Peace's Racial Justice

Committee, of which I am a member.

What, then, is racial justice?
Racial justice means that people of every race are treated fairly, with dignity and respect. It means everyone should

have the same rights, the same opportunities to succeed, and the same protection under the law.
It also calls us to look honestly at our schools, neighborhoods, workplaces, and other parts of our community. Are
some people given greater opportunities because of their race? Do others continue to face barriers that are unfair?

If so, how can we, as followers of Christ, help make things better?
People sometimes use the terms racial equality and racial justice as though they mean the same thing, but they are

slightly different.

Racial equality means everyone is treated the same. Racial justice goes one step further. It asks whether everyone
truly has a fair opportunity to flourish, especially when some people have experienced disadvantages because of

past or present discrimination.
Imagine two students taking the same test. One attends a school with plenty of books, computers, and experienced
teachers. The other attends a school with far fewer resources. Giving both students the same test is equality. Justice

asks another question: How can we make sure both students have the same opportunity to learn before they ever sit
down to take the test? For Christians, pursuing racial justice is one way we live out Jesus' command to love our

neighbors. It means listening to one another's stories, standing with those who experience injustice, and working
together to build a community where every person is valued as a beloved child of God.

In the months ahead, Valley of Peace's Racial Justice Committee will be sharing several projects and opportunities
for learning, conversation, and service. We hope you will join us as we seek to live out Micah's call to do justice, love

kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Michael (Mike) Stadie
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August Mission of the Month
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Vacation Bible School (VBS) Volunteering
Monday, August 10th -Thursday, August 13th 

This year at Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church located at 
5530 N. 42nd Ave. Robbinsdale, MN 55422.

Valley of Peace provides dinner for the students & families on Monday, August 10th from
5:15-6:00 pm. 

Donations & Volunteers are needed to make this a successful event! 
Many, many thanks in advance!

  Sincerely, 
CYF 

Questions? 
Contact numbers: Lona F. 651-260-7602 or Joan M. 651-485-6315

Please bring your donations to Faith-Lilac Way by 4:00 pm.
Donations in crockpots or non-disposable containers should have a name label.
We will return cleaned crockpots and containers to Dan’s office for pick-up.
Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board outside the narthex.
In addition to volunteers for serving, donation needs include taco beef, taco chicken,
refried beans, nacho doritos, shredded lettuce, shredded cheese, salsa, and sour cream.
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Vacation Bible School (VBS)



In mid-July, several of our youth, Evelyn Anderson and Leah Hepner, as well as Kirsten Kessel and myself,
traveled with other youth and chaperones from Holy Nativity and House of Hope Lutheran Churches on a
week-long cultural immersion trip to Tahlequah, OK, the capital of the Cherokee Nation. Other+Wise, an
organization founded by our host, Vance Blackfox, gave us a chance to learn more about Cherokee history

and culture on Turtle Island, what we have come to call North America. 

We learned a lot in our time in Tahlequah from just a few of the Cherokee people there. If  I did nothing in this
letter but give a history lesson, I would barely touch on the tiniest fragment of the history, the culture, the

sorrow and joy, and the lessons we learned. 
And so I will do something that we and our ancestors have been very good at doing: I will take directly from
the people of this land, but I do so in hopes of growing and helping those who read this to grow along with

me. 

To quote our host Vance, “For the first 400 years of Europeans being on Turtle Island, ‘mission’ meant killing
natives. For the last 100-150 years, ‘mission’ has meant serving the poor without asking why they are poor.

‘mission’ is actually relationship. Healing is relationship. Feeding is relationship. ‘Service’ is fine, but knowing
how to be in relationship is where mission is.”

 

Presenting on our trip the Sunday after our return, the scripture reading was of Jesus feeding 5000 (and if  you
know your history, likely a great many more). Recently, we hosted those in our neighborhood and in our

school to a meal. In the celebrations of life we have experienced this year, we have remembered together, we
have eaten together, and we have done our best to do some small bit of healing together. 

If  there is anything, I think, that we have seen all the more clearly in our week abroad, it is that our mission is
here with each other, in the neighborhoods surrounding us, with the people whose lands we live and worship
on today, and with every person we see and interact with. May we all listen; may we learn; may we heal; may

we grow in relationship with each other. May we do what we as a body in Christ have committed ourselves to:
to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God. 

Thank you all for your support and encouragement on this trip, and thank God for all of you. Amen. 

Blessings, 
Dan Miller, he/him/his 

Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
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Children, Youth & Family Updates
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Deepening in the Valley: 
Exploring Inclusive Language in Worship

The Worship & Music Team would like to thank the more than 20 people who participated in
our first Deepening in the Valley conversation on inclusive language in worship on July 19.

Together, we explored words and images for God found in Scripture—some familiar, such as I
Am and King, and others less familiar, including housecleaner, mama bear, monster slayer, and
even silence. Our conversation centered on the understanding that no single word or image can

fully capture the expansiveness of God.

Participants reflected on how language can change in both personal and public settings. We
acknowledged that familiar words in our liturgy often carry a comforting rhythm, while new

language can invite us to encounter God in fresh and meaningful ways.

The group also discussed thoughtful ways to introduce new language in worship, including:
Sharing the etymology and biblical context of words and images used for God.
Introducing new language during a particular liturgical season.
Using the bulletin, newsletter, and adult education opportunities to provide background
and encourage conversation.

This was just the beginning of an ongoing dialogue. If  you have ideas, questions, or concerns
about inclusive or expansive language in worship, please contact Pastor Ashley or

Worship & Music Chair Sara Blood at saranoelblood@gmail.com.

Watch for announcements about future Deepening in the Valley conversations. 
Topics already identified include worship times, the use of the offering plate, and other aspects

of our worship life.

Respectfully submitted,
Sara Blood
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Summer VOP Connects Groups: Sip & Sing
Leaders: Pastor Ashley, Christine Weatherman, & Dan Miller

Location: Pastor Ashley’s House in South Minneapolis
Date & Time: Thurs, Aug 20 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Description: Join us for a relaxed and spirit-filled evening of community, conversation,
whiskey tasting, and singing together. This small group is an opportunity to slow down,

share life together, and enjoy the gift of music and companionship in a welcoming and faith-
centered setting. Whiskey beverages will be provided, and you are welcome to bring another

beverage of your choice if  you prefer. Please also bring an appetizer or hors d’oeuvres to
share. Part of the evening will include a casual time of singing together — favorite hymns,

meaningful songs, and music that brings joy and connection.

Sign Up: Space is limited to 14 participants per night, so reservations are required.
 Please RSVP to Pastor Ashley and let her know what date you are attending. 

Her e-mail address is aosborn@valleyofpeace.org

Some Note-able Music Updates
Please consider providing special music for our summer church services. If  you are interested,

please let Christine Weatherman know. 612-834-3228 or music@valleyofpeace.org.

Choir begins on September 9 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. ALL are welcome to attend!
There will be a kick off  on September 2 at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Bells will once again ring out with joy beginning in September. Please join our first rehearsal
on September 14 at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. ALL are welcome to attend! There will be a

kick off  for the bells on Monday August 31 at 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

A special thank you to all our summer musicians. I appreciate your time and talents. 
-Christine

mailto:music@valleyofpeace.org
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Baptisms & Sympathies

Upcoming Funerals

Donovan Juliar’s Funeral will be on Thursday, July 30, 2026 at Valley of Peace Lutheran Church.
The service will not be live-streamed. 

1:00 pm Visitation 
2:00 pm Funeral

Reception to follow in the Fireside Room.
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August Volunteers
OPENER/CLOSERS
August 2       Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
August 9       Jim Jasper
August 16     Craig Franz                  
August 23     Paul Mikelson
August 30     Jim Jasper

GREETERS
August 2       Kathy Boesen
August 9       Dottie Fergus
August 16     Linda Franz
August 23     Leslie Gilyard
August 30     Chrys Johnson

WELCOME CENTER
August 2       Anna Halvorson
August 9       Diane Hinderlie
August 16     Julia Madison
August 23     Lisa Rothschild
August 30     Sally Daniels Herron

USHERS
August 2       Darlene Lamker, Dean Lamker, 
                      Lynn Schneider & Ken Schneider
August 9       Pam Syverson, Wes Syverson, 
                      Dee Kendall & Erik Daniels
August 16     Judy Greeninger, Casey Balint, 
                      Alex Balint & Dave Gilyard
August 23     Assigned at Worship
August 30     Lisa Thange, Kirsten Styer, 
                      Shennon Jay & Barry Terrass

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
August 2       Tara Kuckkan
August 9       Diane Hinderlie
August 16     Dan Miller        
August 23     Barb Stadie
August 30     Dan Weatherman

READERS
August 2       Steve Collin
August 9       Anna Halvorson
August 16     Sally Daniels Herron
August 23     Assigned at Worship
August 30     Dottie Fergus

FAITH MOMENT
August 2       Darcie Rodman
August 9       Dan Miller
August 16     Pastor Ashley Osborn
August 23     Erik Daniels
August 30     Jon Larson

COMMUNION SERVERS
August 2        Ruth Larson & Jon Larson 
August 9       Darcie Rodman, Carolyn Rask, 
                      Becca Anderson & Dave Gilyard
August 16     Mary Hovden, Kirsten Kessell, 
                      Melissa Dellwo & Heidi Boesen
August 23     Diane Hinderlie, Laurie Eaton,
                      Dee Kendall & Dave Gilyard
August 30     Barb Mikelson, Paul Mikelson, 
                      Dan Miller & Dan Johnson



Page 19 valleyofpeace.org

August Volunteers

TECH 
August 2       Melissa Dellwo
August 9       Andy Dybvig
August 16     Steve Collin
August 23     Chuck Rudolph
August 30     Matt Dellwo

August 2 at 9:30 am
Genesis 12:1-9

August 9 at 9:30 am
Luke 10:1-12

August 16 at 9:30 am
1 Samuel 1:9-20

August 23 at 9:30 am
Luke 14:12-24

August 30 at 9:30 am
Mark 2:23-3:6

COFFEE CART 
August 2       Lisa Rothschild
August 9       Jim Jasper
August 16     Nancy Rogness
August 23     Nancy Rogness
August 30     Jim Jasper

ALTAR CARE      Kathy Boesen

August Scripture Reading
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September Volunteers
OPENER/CLOSERS
Sept. 6       Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
Sept. 13     Jim Jasper
Sept. 20     Craig Franz                  
Sept. 27     Paul Mikelson

GREETERS
Sept. 6       Ann Dybvig
Sept. 13     Kathy Boesen
Sept. 20     Dottie Fergus
Sept. 27     Sara Hoge

WELCOME CENTER
Sept. 6       Lynn Schneider & Ken Schneider
Sept. 13     Sally Daniels Herron
Sept. 20     Chrys Johnson
Sept. 27     Sally Daniels Herron

USHERS
Sept. 6          Craig Franz, Wes Syverson, 
                      Sten Pearson & Skip Humphrey
Sept. 13        Lisa Thanghe, Gina Privratsky,
                      Laurie Eaton & Jim Jasper
Sept. 20        Heidi Boesen, Pam Syverson, 
                      Steve Collin & Jon Larson
Sept. 27       Assigned at Worship

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Sept. 6          Dan Miller
Sept. 13        Darcie Rodman
Sept. 20        Becca Anderson
Sept. 27        Becca Anderson

READERS
Sept. 6       Shennon Jay
Sept. 13     Sally Daniels Herron
Sept. 20     Becca Anderson
Sept. 27     Assigned at Worship

FAITH MOMENT
Sept. 6          OPEN
Sept. 13        Dan Johnson
Sept. 20        Barb Mikelson
Sept. 27        Dan Miller

COMMUNION SERVERS
Sept. 6          Gina Privratsky & Melissa Dellwo
Sept. 13        Ruth Larson, Jon Larson,
                     Diane Hinderlie & Wes Syverson
Sept. 20       Anna Campbell, Sue Trosvig, 
                     Dee Kendall & Dan Johnson
Sept. 27         Heidi Boesen, Mary Hovden, 
                      Darcie Rodman & Dave Gilyard 
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September Volunteers

TECH 
Sept. 6       Pam Syverson
Sept. 13     Matt Dellwo
Sept. 20     Evelyn Anderson
Sept. 27     Naomi Dybvig

September 6 at 9:30 am
Matthew 28:16-20

September 13 at 10:15 am 
Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17

September 20 at 10:15 am
Genesis 12:1-9

September 27 at 10:15 am
Genesis 39:1-23

COFFEE CART 
Sept. 6       Chrys Johnson
Sept. 13     N/A- Rally Sunday
Sept. 20     Sally Daniels Herron
Sept. 27     Nancy Rogness

ALTAR CARE      Linda Franz

September Scripture Reading
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Happy Birthday!

August 1      Kiki DiPietro
August 3      Alex Balint
August 4      Pam Syverson
August 6      Laurie Eaton & Brian Cook
August 7      Mabel Froyum & Suzann Swaggert
August 8      Heidi Boesen & Linda Peterson
August 9      Dawson Franke
August 12    Andrew Brandt
August 14     John Hovde
August 17     Beth Brandt & Dustin Froyum
August 19     Anna Campbell
August 23     Lisa Thanghe & Lorin Walter
August 24     Danaya Franke
August 26     Mark Wersal

Happy Anniversary!

August 5       Joe Thom & Tom Ewald, their 36th;
August 8       Sara & Alex Blood, their 28 ; th

August 9       Lona & Dale Froyum, their 57 ; th

August 10     Blair & Andrew Loose, their 3rd;
August 28     Linda & Craig Franz, their 50 ; th

August 28     Leslie & Dave Gilyard, their 44th; 
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Activity Calendar
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