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 OUR MISSION STATEMENT
 

LIVING IN GOD’S LOVE &
COMPASSION, 

WE ARE CALLED
 AND SENT BY GOD TO BE

DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST,
 

AS THE HOLY SPIRIT WORKS
THROUGH US FOR 

HEALING, JUSTICE, & PEACE.

VALLEY OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH VOICE

April 2026
VALLEY OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH VOICE

June 2026
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GET IN TOUCH

Mailing Address
4735 Bassett Creek Drive, 
Golden Valley, MN 55422

Phone Number
(763) 588-4611

Website
www.valleyofpeace.org

Office Hours
Tu-Th 1 pm- 5 pm
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Pastor 
Ashley Osborn 

aosborn@valleyofpeace.org

Children, Youth & Family Director
Dan Miller

cyf@valleyofpeace.org

Organist/Pianist
Beth Brandt

organist@valleyofpeace.org

Director of Music
Christine Weatherman

music@valleyofpeace.org

Ministry Support Coordinator 
Kelsey Pierson

office@valleyofpeace.org

Financial Consultant
Mariana Duffney

vopaccts@gmail.com



As summer begins at Valley of Peace, we are excited to enter into a new worship series together centered
around Faith & Neighboring Practices. Throughout the summer, we will explore simple but meaningful ways

that God forms us in faith and calls us into relationship with one another and our community. 

This series is inspired by the Minneapolis Area Synod Faith & Neighboring Practices initiative. This is a
learning community that encourages congregations to practice curiosity, deep listening, and connection within

the neighborhoods where God has called us to be church. The initiative invites churches to shift their focus
from scarcity and problems toward possibility, relationship, and abundance as we trust that God is already at
work around and through all of people and neighborhoods. We have a team of 6 people from Valley of Peace

who are part of our Faith & Neighboring Practices Cohort. 

For us at Valley of Peace, this neighboring work feels especially meaningful in this season. As we move through
the final stages of our building projects, we are also beginning to ask new questions about how we are called
beyond our walls and more deeply into our neighborhood. After a long season of construction, planning, and

transitions, summer feels like the right time to turn our attention to our community; to slow down, reconnect,
and notice where God is already present among our neighbors and in the everyday places of our lives. 

Each week this summer we will engage spiritual practices like listening, prayer, faith mapping, hospitality, and
more as we recognize the gifts already present in us and among us. These practices remind us that faith is not

something we only experience inside our church walls, but something that shapes how we live, notice, and
connect in daily life. 

One of the things I love about this series is that it invites us to see God’s abundance. In a world that so often
focuses on fear, division, or scarcity, we will spend the summer paying attention to the many gifts God has

already placed within our congregation and throughout our neighborhood. 

This series also gives us opportunities to grow closer as a congregation through worship, conversations, small
groups, and neighborhood engagement.  I hope to deepen our relationships with one another while learning

how to live out our faith in daily life. 

I also invite you to check out in this Voice and in upcoming church communication more information about
summer small groups, neighboring opportunities, and additional ways to participate throughout this season.

There will be many ways for all ages to engage, connect, and explore together this summer!

Thank you for being on this journey with me and our VOP community,
Pastor Ashley

A Word From Pastor Ashley Osborn
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A Heartfelt Thank You from the Worship & Music Team!

Our community raised $890 through freewill offerings at our
Lenten soup suppers. The church rounded this up to donate a
total of $900 to support local immigrant-owned businesses. 

The funds were distributed directly to local immigrant- or
minority-owned restaurants: Pimiento's, Marna's Eatery, and
Milton's. These vital neighborhood eateries faced devastating

financial hardships and labor shortages due to federal ICE
activities and Operation Metro Surge disruptions in the Twin

Cities.

Your simple acts of breaking bread together during Lent directly
provided critical relief and financial solidarity to our neighbors

on the front lines. Thank you for living out God's radical
welcome and love through your immense generosity.
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Beth Brandt Summer Sabbatical

Beth Brandt began serving at Valley of Peace in February 2020, and in the
years since, she has faithfully led worship through seasons of change,

challenge, growth, and joy. At Valley of Peace, all staff members are eligible
for a sabbatical after five years of ministry, and this summer Beth will begin

a well-earned season of rest, renewal, and refreshment.
We invite you to join us in worship on Sunday, June 21, as we offer a word of

blessing and send Beth into her sabbatical with our love and prayers. 
We will also celebrate her return with a Welcome Back Party on August 16!

While Beth is away, there will be opportunities to help lead worship
through music and other gifts. If you are interested in being part of worship

leadership this summer, please reach out to Christine Weatherman, 
our Director of Music.

We give thanks for Beth’s ministry among us and pray that this sabbatical
will be a life-giving and Spirit-filled time away.

Staffing Update
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Summer Worship

Friendly reminder that 
Summer Worship has begun!

Summer worship service begins 
at 9:30 am.

See you then! 

High School Graduation Commemoration

Question or Two & a Brew

Join us on June 13  at 4:30 pm. th

We meet at Wooden Hill Brewing. 

7421 Bush Lake Road, 
Edina, MN 55439

info@woodenhillbrewing.com
952-960-9663

 
Remember! Parking is behind the

building.

Join us on June 7th in celebrating our 2026 High School Graduates. 

Jason Broin
Colin Foy

Lucia Mikelson
Ella Wiltzius

We will have a recognition and blessing during the service, with an information
reception and refreshments to follow in the area outside the Fireside room.

mailto:info@woodenhillbrewing.com
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This has been such a meaningful  way to get to know AGC

families  and I  know that families  have very much appreciated

this  space of  care and connection!

I  would love to have people join me on these Thursday

mornings .  If  you would be wil l ing to help set  up and sit

outside during this  t ime or bring a baked good,  please let  me

know! Thank you so much for your care and support of  these

young people and their  families !

Pastor Ashley

Java for Mama & Papa is back THIS SUMMER!

Join us for the launch of our new Deepening the Valley conversation series, hosted by the Worship & Music team. These
casual, open forums are designed to help us envision how we do worship and music together in the future.

First Event: Sunday, July 19, immediately following the worship service
Location: The Sanctuary
Launch Topic: Introducing more inclusive language into our services—exploring how our words, metaphors, and
images can help everyone feel genuinely welcomed, honored, and seen.

This is a friendly space for everyone — no special preparation or expertise is needed. 
The Worship & Music team wants to invite your voice, insights, questions, and stories into our future worship

decisions. Come share your perspective and help us envision our community's future together!

Looking Ahead
This series will continue to explore critical areas of our faith community's life together. Future topics already on the

horizon include:
Worship Service Times: Assessing our Sunday schedule to best serve our community's changing needs.
Offering Plates: Reflecting on how we practice stewardship and passing the plate in a digital age.
Older Youth in 4theKids: Expanding our 4th Sunday services to involve and engage our older youth.

We Need Your Ideas!
What other worship or music topics should we explore together? We want your voice in this process. 

Please reach out to Sara Blood at 763-228-6272 (text or voicemail) or saranoelblood@gmail.com with your
recommendations, ideas, and feedback.

Deepening the Valley: Shaping the Future of Our Worship

For the months of  June,  July,  and August ,  Valley of  Peace members wil l  share coffee and treats

with parents of  All  God's  Children Discovery Center every Thursday morning.  We wil l  s it  outside

from 7:30 -  9 :00 to greet parents as  they drop off ,  offer  a  space for them to enjoy a cup of  coffee

and treat while  they connect,  or share coffee and a treat for them on their  way.

mailto:saranoelblood@gmail.com
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We are thri l led to announce that Valley of  Peace wil l  be hosting a booth again this  year at  the 10th

Anniversary Golden Valley Pride Festival !  We invite you to join us for a  day of  celebration,

connection,  and community building as  we share our spirit  of  inclusion with our neighbors .

Date:  Saturday,  June 6,  2026

Time:  12 :00 PM – 6:00 PM

Location:  Brookview Park,  Golden Valley

Our booth wil l  be a hub of  activity and hospital ity.  By popular demand, we are bringing back our

PRIDE-themed bracelet-making station!  We wil l  a lso be cooling off  the crowd with free lemonade

and making some four-legged friends with free dog treats .

We need your help to make this  event a success!  We are looking for joyful  volunteers  to support us

in several  ways :

Donating and bringing supplies

Assisting with booth setup (morning) and teardown (evening)

Staffing the booth in 60-minute volunteer s lots

If  you would l ike to represent Valley of  Peace and share in the festivities ,  please s ign up for a  

t ime slot  or supply donation here :  

We can't  wait  to see you at  the park!

Blessings Box Still Has Needs! 

Join Valley of Peace at Golden Valley Pride!

You may be surprised by this ,  but our Blessings Box is  st i l l  getting used a lot!  This  week,  the only

thing left  in the box were some beans!

Please consider donating things l ike :  cans of  soup,  granola bars ,  dry milk,  canned tuna and cereals

(even regular s ize boxes) .  Things l ike shampoo,  body wash,  bars  of  soap,  laundry detergents ,  socks

(for adults  and/or children) and deodorant can also be very helpful .  

You may bring items to the office at  church or right to the Welcome Center .  You may even bring

your donations directly to the Box if  you’d l ike!  Thank you,  thank you,  thank you!  If  you have any

questions,  please feel  free to contact me:  at  sal ly .danielsherron@gmail .com



Wildfire Worship
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Rebecca’s Circle
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TUESDAY, JUNE 9TH  9:30am - 11 :30am

This three session Bible Study is  from the Summer 2026 issue of  Gather magazine

published by the Women of the ELCA.

 BIBLE STUDY: I  am worthy.  -  God’s  name,  God’s  promise

Session One:  I  Am Created In God’s  Image

Scripture invites  al l  people,  regardless  of  gender,  to freedom. community 

and vocation.

Session Two:  I  Am More Than One Thing

Just  l ike us ,  the women in Scripture have multiple identities ,  roles  and

responsibil it ies  that shape their  faithful  l iving.

Session Three:  I  Am Because You Are

In Scripture,  we learn how no one can f lourish unless  everyone does,  for our l ives

are bound up with one another .

  The Bible Study begins at  10:00am.

Come at 9 :30am for social  t ime

 4th f loor Party Room at South Wirth Apartments

 501 Theodore Wirth Parkway in Golden Valley

A greeter wil l  be in the lobby to welcome you and direct you to the meeting.

Mark the second Tuesday of  each month on your calendar and join us .

Whether you can come monthly,  occasionally ,  or just  for the summer,

you are always welcome.

You don’t  need a copy of  the magazine to participate .

If  you have any questions or need directions,  contact -  Elaine Lofquist

em.lofquist@comcast .net 763-432-7966 (home) or 612-816-5591 (mobile)

mailto:em.lofquist@comcast.net


Updates from PRISM!

March Food Share Month!

 Valley of Peace reached its goal for donations of food items and funding during the month of March, and

we were a part of a very successful drive for PRISM!   PRISM’s goal was 300,000 dollars or pounds of

food. During March VOP and our surrounding community contributed –

 146,405 pounds of food

 259,531 dollars

 405,936 in total!

Thank you for being a part of this success! Your participation is much needed – PRISM serves almost

2000 households every month with food insecurity! Do contribute food items to our grocery cart

whenever you can!

Volunteer Opportunities!

 There are lots of ways to help at PRISM!  

-Volunteer to help with the food shelf

-Volunteer to help with fresh produce distribution on certain Tuesdays through the summer

-Volunteer to help sort school supply donations in August

-Volunteer at the Shop For Change thrift shop

Check the PRISM website for details, at prismmpls.org or contact Liam, at volunteer@prismmpls.org

Save the Dates!

Saturday, July 18 - Shop for Change Vintage Market – many vendors and food trucks!

 Saturday, October 3 - PRISMPalooza block party

A Note From the Social Ministry Team

9



Children, Youth & Family Updates
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Children & Youth On Break!
Children’s Faith Formation and Confirmation are now on our summer break! 
Thank you all for a wonderful year. We look forward to resuming in the fall!

Summer Youth Fundraiser
This summer, four youth and two adult leaders from our community will travel with Wildfire Churches
to Oklahoma for a mission and learning experience centered around partnership with Cherokee Nation

organizations and intercultural learning opportunities.
To help support the trip, we invite you to participate in our Envelope Fundraiser! 

Simply choose an envelope from the display outside the Fireside Room and make a financial contribution
based on the number written on the envelope. Every gift, large or small, helps support travel, learning,

and this meaningful experience of faith, service, and relationship-building.

Envelopes can be placed in the offering plate or given to Dan Miller.
If donating online, please click this link, select “one time,” and designate “youth fundraiser.”

Thank you for supporting our youth and leaders as they prepare for this important journey together!

Team Leader + Volunteers NEEDED!

Our data system, ICON needs some much needed updating and TLC! 

After some reviewing, we have noticed we are missing quite a bit of contact
information, birthdays, anniversaries, addresses, etc. 

We are looking for someone to lead the charge in organizing groups/helping calling
members. We are also looking for 4-5 volunteers to help call  20 some folks from our
member list and make sure the information we have is correct and if  not/or we are

missing it, gather that information to return back to Kelsey Pierson. 

From there, Kelsey will  update information in our data base. 

If  you are interested in volunteering as the Leader or as a Caller, please reach out to
Kelsey Pierson at office@valleyofpeace.org. 

Thank you! 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZBBG/campaign/C-14J23


Children, Youth & Family Updates Continued...

11



Children, Youth & Family Updates Continued...
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Supplies Needed

This fall’s Vacation Bible School primarily uses recycled or reusable materials for its activities. If you wish to contribute,
please check out the list below!

Supplies can be dropped off in the Valley of Peace office on the bench between Pastor and Dan’s offices.

Small compostable pots
Radish Seeds
Dirt
Stickers (especially hearts, flowers, plants) 
Wildflower Seeds
Cardboard egg cartons (clean)
Newsprint/newspapers, printer paper (can be used/wrinkled)
Printer paper (can be used/wrinkled)
Old screens from windows/doors
Crayons (old preferred: will have paper peeled away)
Old watercolor sets
Disposable plastic tupperware (yogurt/margarine/sour cream marked with recycling number 2 or 5 only)
Basil seeds
Pillow cases (washed)

If you would like the following supplies returned to you, please label them with your name and "Valley of Peace" so
they can get back to you after VBS is concluded.

Shovels/trowels
Tug-of-war supplies
Mixing bowls (cheap/plastic preferred)
Scissors
Markers
Fabric Markers
Glue sticks
Towels/hand-towels that can get messy



Children, Youth & Family Updates Continued...
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Mission of the Month: Exodus Lending
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Have you ever wanted to provide direct impactful relief to your neighbors? Give a gift that keeps
replenishing and serving the community?  

Born out of an ELCA church asking questions about their neighborhood, Exodus Lending works to
advocate for laws that protect consumers from predatory loans. Meanwhile they have paid off 1,400
predatory loans and allowed Minnesotans to pay back those loans to Exodus Lending. Taking these

loans from an average APR of 272% to 0%. Loan repayments are reinvested to pay off another
Minnesotan’s predatory loan.

For the last few years Exodus has been asking the question, how can we prevent our neighbors from
getting into a predatory loan? The Resiliency Loan program was created. Working with 30

nonprofit partners across the state. Through Exodus these partners are able to offer a 0% APR
Resiliency Loan as part of their programming. Exodus Lending is able to administer these loans for

the partner organizations.

After years of educating legislatures and advocating for reform MN passed a 36% rate cap on loans.
Myself and many other VOP members have been part of this advocacy. The 36% rate cap effectively
closed down the payday loan industry in MN. However the work continues. This legislative session
Exodus focused on payday loan apps (which the industry calls early wage access) - high cost loans

available over an app which carry the same high fees and reborrowing traps that storefront payday
loan shops did before the 36% rate cap in MN.  This industry is rapidly expanding and trying to

pass legislation in states across the country to exempt themselves from consumer financial
protections. Exodus Lending program participants who have refinanced from these products with
Exodus testified about how harmful they are. Exodus Lending along with coalition partners were

able to stop the predatory loan industry efforts at deregulation! 

Please join me in providing a financial gift to Exodus Lending this June. If you would like to learn
more about Exodus Lending you can feel free to reach out to me or visit their website

@ https://exoduslending.org/.

Thank you,

Shennon Jay
shennonjay3@gmail.com



Chancel Choir Concert
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On May 27, our Chancel Choir took a trip to Park’s Place in Plymouth to sing a few
pieces of songs they had worked on throughout their choir season. The sing-along at the

end was an especially fun time for everyone! 



Blacktop Bash
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Summer Volunteers :  June
If  there  are  any OPEN posit ions  you are  able  to  volunteer  for ,  p lease  email  of f ice@valleyofpeace .org to  s ign up!
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Sunday, June 7 at 10:15 am 
Opener/Closer: Craig Franz
Greeter: Dee Kendall
Welcome Center: Lynn Schneider & Ken Schneider
Ushers: Dave Gilyard, Craig Franz,
             Barry Terrass & Jim Jasper
Worship Assistant: Dan Weatherman
Reader: Dan Miller
Communion Servers: Gina Privratsky & Sue Trosvig
Faith Moment: Barb Mikelson
Technology: Steve Collin
Coffee Cart: Lisa Rothschild
Altar Care: Pat Hepner

Sunday, June 28 at 10:15 am (4-The-Kids)
Opener/Closer: Paul Mikelson
Greeter: Shennon Jay
Welcome Center: Anna Halvorson
Ushers: Assigned at Worship
Worship Assistant: Dan Miller
Reader: Assigned at Worship
Communion Servers: Ruth Larson, Jon Larson, 
                                  Carolyn Rask & Becca Anderson
Faith Moment: Pastor Ashley Osborn
Technology: Melissa Dellwo
Coffee Cart: Nancy Rogness
Altar Care: Pat Hepner

Sunday, June 14 at 10:15 am 
Opener/Closer: Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
Greeter: Lauren Pockl
Welcome Center: Gina Privratsky & Lisa Thanghe
Ushers: Erik Daniels, Dee Kendall,
            Jon Larson & Steve Collin
Worship Assistant: Becca Anderson
Reader: Dave Gilyard
Communion Servers: Barb Mikelson, Paul Mikelson,
                                  Dan Johnson & Laurie Eaton 
Faith Moment: Dan Miller
Technology: Evelyn Anderson
Coffee Cart: Jim Jasper
Altar Care: Pat Hepner

Sunday, June 21 at 10:15 am 
Opener/Closer: Jim Jasper
Greeter: Dan Johnson
Welcome Center: Julia Madison
Ushers: Lynn Schneider, Ken Schneider,
             Darlene Lamker & Dean Lamker
Worship Assistant: Darcie Rodman
Reader: Barb Mikelson
Communion Servers: Anna Campbell, Melissa Dellwo,
                                  Kari Roll & Mary Hovden
Faith Moment: Darcie Rodman
Technology: Chuck Rudolph
Coffee Cart: Diane Hinderlie
Altar Care: Pat Hepner

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

mailto:office@valleyofpeace.org


Summer Volunteers :  July
If  there  are  any OPEN posit ions  you are  able  to  volunteer  for ,  p lease  email  of f ice@valleyofpeace .org to  s ign up!
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Sunday, July 5 at 9:30 am 
Opener/Closer: Craig Franz
Greeter: Kathy Boesen
Welcome Center: Chrys Johnson
Ushers: Craig Franz, Wes Syverson, 
            Skip Humphrey & Sten Pearson
Worship Assistant: Kari Roll
Reader: Anna Campbell
Communion Servers: Sara Hoge & Melissa Dellwo
Faith Moment: Jon Larson
Technology: Pam Syverson
Coffee Cart: Gina Privratsky & Lisa Thanghe 
Altar Care: Steve Collin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sunday, July 12 at 9:30 am 
Opener/Closer: Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
Greeter: Erik Daniels
Welcome Center: Lisa Rothschild
Ushers: Lisa Thanghe, Gina Privratsky,
            Lauren Pockl & Shennon Jay
Worship Assistant: Elizabeth Hermeier
Reader: Becca Anderson
Communion Servers: Sue Trosvig, Heidi Boesen,
                                  Anna Campbell & Kari Roll
Faith Moment: Dan Miller
Technology: Ben Brandt
Coffee Cart: Jim Jasper
Altar Care: Steve Collin

Sunday, July 19 at 9:30 am 
Opener/Closer: Jim Jasper
Greeter: Laurie Eaton
Welcome Center: Diane Hinderlie
Ushers: Judy Greeninger, Casey Balint, 
            Alex Balint & Kirsten Styer
 Worship Assistant: Kirsten Kessel
Reader: Ben Brandt
Communion Servers: Gina Privratsky, Darcie Rodman,
                                  Jon Larson & Dee Kendall
Faith Moment: Kari Roll
Technology: Melissa Dellwo
Coffee Cart: Lynn Schneider & Ken Schneider
Altar Care: Steve Collin

Sunday, July 26 at 9:30 am (4-The-Kids)
Opener/Closer: Paul Mikelson
Greeter: Heidi Boesen
Welcome Center: Gina Privratsky & Lisa Thanghe
Ushers: Assigned at Worship            
Worship Assistant: Mike Stadie
Reader: Assigned at Worship
Communion Servers: Becca Anderson, Kirsten Kessel,
                                  Sara Hoge & Darcie Rodman
Faith Moment: Barb Mikelson
Technology: Evelyn Anderson
Coffee Cart: Nancy Rogness
Altar Care: Steve Collin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

mailto:office@valleyofpeace.org
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Baptisms & Sympathies

Neil Peterson’s Funeral will be on Monday, June 1, 2026 at Valley of Peace Lutheran Church. 

1:00 pm Visitation 
2:00 pm Funeral

Reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

Upcoming Funerals



6/1: Lauren Ahlbrecht
6/4: Ethan Oas

6/5: Ira Wiltzius
6/7: Chrys Johnson

6/9: Amanda Brummel, Sten Pearson & Marv Spartz
6/11: Linda Holstein

6/13: Brian Ahlbrecht
6/19: Laurie Bakke
6/20: Karin Daniels

6/21: Joe Cherra
6/22: Scott Johannes

6/23: Hadley Boesen, Lilly Brummel, Owen Brummel & Ann Dybvig
6/24: Sinclaire Edwards

6/25: Anna Halvorson, Devin Durant & Jacob Stepanek
6/26: Colin Foy & Skip Humphrey

6/27: Peter Rodman Rudolph

20

6/9: Anna & Sean Campbell, their 14th;
6/10: Jennifer & Tom Gale, their 10th;

6/12: Wendy & Mark Wersal, their 44th;
6/24: Kirsten & KC Kessel, their 37th;
6/26: Ruth & Jon Larson, their 39th;

6/26: Judy Greeninger & Alex Balint, their 27th;
6/27: Barb & Paul Mikelson, their 55th;
6/27: Phoebe & Rolf Nelson, their 56th;

6/30: Kayla & Ethan Oas, their 19th;
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Activity Calendar
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