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 OUR MISSION STATEMENT
 

LIVING IN GOD’S LOVE &
COMPASSION, 

WE ARE CALLED
 AND SENT BY GOD TO BE

DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST,
 

AS THE HOLY SPIRIT WORKS
THROUGH US FOR 

HEALING, JUSTICE, & PEACE.

VALLEY OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH VOICE
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GET IN TOUCH

Mailing Address
4735 Bassett Creek Drive, 
Golden Valley, MN 55422

Phone Number
(763) 588-4611

Website
www.valleyofpeace.org

Office Hours
Tu-Th 1 pm- 5 pm
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Pastor 
Ashley Osborn 

aosborn@valleyofpeace.org

Children, Youth & Family Director
Dan Miller

cyf@valleyofpeace.org

Organist/Pianist
Beth Brandt

organist@valleyofpeace.org

Director of Music
Christine Weatherman

music@valleyofpeace.org

Ministry Support Coordinator 
Kelsey Pierson

office@valleyofpeace.org

Financial Consultant
Mariana Duffney

vopaccts@gmail.com



A Word From Pastor Ashley Osborn
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There is a particular kind of hope that arrives quietly. 

It does not announce itself with certainty or confidence. It does not erase the heaviness we may
still be carrying. Instead, it comes in small, almost unnoticed ways; the softening of the

ground, the lengthening of the light, the first brave shoots of green pushing up through soil
that only weeks ago felt frozen and lifeless. 

This year, for me, it came in the form of an orchid. 

Now, I should say this is the first time I have ever kept an orchid alive (perhaps you have
already heard me bragging about this). Orchids have not always been the most forgiving plant
for me. With this particular plant, there were long stretches where it looked like nothing was
happening. The blooms had fallen. The stems were bare. At times, it seemed like I was simply

tending to something that had already run its course.

And yet, I kept watering. I kept it in the light. I stayed with it, even when it like an exercise in
futility, and even when my family gave me a hard time for sticking with it. 

And then, slowly, something began to change. A small green shoot. A hint of new growth. And
eventually, a bloom. 

We are people who have just walked (or will soon be walking) through the long shadows of
Holy Week. We have sat around the table and heard the story of Jesus’ last supper. We have

stood at the cross. We have felt the weight of silence in the tomb. And then we hear again the
good news of Easter morning: life where there should be none, hope where it seemed lost, love

that refuses to be buried. 

But here is the truth we live with after Easter Sunday: resurrection is not only a moment. It is a
way of seeing and being.

Because most of life looks less like an empty tomb and more like an orchid between blooming
seasons. There are long stretches where nothing seems to be happening. Where prayers feel

unanswered. Where growth is invisible. Where hope feels fragile at best. We wonder if anything
is still alive beneath the surface.

And still, God is at work. 
Spring does not burst forth all at once. It unfolds. Slowly. Patiently. One sign of life at a time.



A Word From Pastor Ashley Osborn Continued...
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Maybe resurrection works that way in us, too. Not always in dramatic transformations, but in
subtle shifts. A moment of unexpected peace. A conversation that brings healing. The courage

to begin again. The willingness to forgive. The strength to keep going when we thought we
could not. Or simply this: staying with something; tending to it; trusting that life may still be

there, even when we cannot see it. 

This is what the orchid taught me this year and this is what our Easter promise is. That
resurrection and new life is rarely loud, but it is always real. And we are called to notice it; in
the small green shoots, in the quiet acts of love, in moments of hope that surprises us. And, if

we pay attention to stories of resurrection, we will see it happening all around us.

Blessings to you in this Easter Season,
Pastor Ashley



Holy Week & Easter Worship Services
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Blessing Box Update
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Some Note-able Music Updates

Looking for guitar players. 

Contact Christine if you are willing to
play in church!

612-834-3228
OR

music@valleyofpeace.org

Friends, our Blessings Box continues to be used (and emptied) almost weekly! And now
that the weather is warming up, we can begin to collect items that were not a good idea

in the depth of winter! So, the next time you're shopping, please consider buying and
donating body lotion, shampoo, toothpaste as well as feminine health products, and
toilet paper. Non-perishable food items like soup, rices, sugar, flour, non-dairy milk,

and CEREAL are always needed. 

Many, many thanks to Christy Flikke for volunteering to keep her eyes on the Box and
replacing items as needed! Let me know if you have any questions. My email is

sally.danielsherron@gmail.com 

Thank you so much! 

mailto:sally.danielsherron@gmail.com
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Ȟ aȟá Wakpádaŋ (Bassett Creek) Nibi Walk – April 22, 2026

The Ȟ aȟ á Wakpádaŋ Nibi Walk will begin at Medicine Lake in Plymouth, MN and
travel 13 miles to the Mississippi on Earth Day, Wednesday, April 22, 2026.

Community Closing Celebration

Wednesday, April 22, 2026, beginning 12:30 PM
James I. Rice Park at 323 W River Pkwy, Minneapolis

Please join us for a special community celebration of Ȟ aȟ á Wakpádaŋ at the conclusion
of the walk.Beginning at 12:30 we will gather in order to welcome the walkers when they
arrive. Everyone is invited to witness the final steps of the walk as the water is offered to

the confluence of Ȟ aȟá Wakpádaŋ and H� aȟá Wakpá (the Mississippi).

There will be snacks, resource tables, and a special program of speakers and artists
celebrating all the communities that intersect around Ȟ aȟá Wakpádaŋ:

-Artist Seitu Jones will talk about his artwork marking the path of the underground
tunnel for Ȟ aȟá Wakpádaŋ and growing up by the creek.

-Ikidowin Youth Theater Ensemble will present poetry and songs
-Make a seed bomb with water stewards from the Mississippi Watershed Management

Organization
-Learn Dakota history of the creek

-More to come
All our neighbors and friends are warmly invited to this closing celebration!

Orientation Meeting
Wednesday, April 8, 6 – 7:30 PM

Valley of Peace Lutheran at 4735 Bassett Creek Drive, Golden Valley, MN.

Participants in orientation meeting will receive further information for signing up to
walk. Participation in an orientation meeting is REQUIRED for people who want to

take part in the walking portion. Route map and walk specifics provided upon sign up.
This walk is organized with support from the Minneapolis Parks Foundation.



Food & Supply Drive for Noble Elementary School
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Valley of Peace is supporting families at Noble Elementary through a food and supply
drive. We invite you to bring donations directly to Noble Elementary and drop them off

at the front desk during school hours, Monday - Friday from 7:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Requested nonperishable food and household items include:
Paper towels

Kleenex
Toilet tissue

Soap
Shampoo

Conditioner
Deodorant
Dish soap

Pasta
Spaghetti sauce

Cereal
Snacks for children

Canned goods

In addition, there is a separate GoFundMe fundraiser supporting a family within the
school district. If you would like to contribute financially to that effort, you may do so

here: GoFundMe for Ecuadorian family

Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors in practical and compassionate ways.
And, please know this is one of many options for supporting our community right now.

We will also continue to collect items for Prism. 

If you would like more information on ways to support our community, 
please reach out to Pastor Ashley Osborn.



Taste of the Burbs
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Secure your seat at  Taste of  the 'Burbs starting Wednesday,  March 25th,  2026!  

This  event typical ly  sel ls  out,  so mark your calendars and get your tickets  when

they go on sale!

Early Bird Rate:  $125 (March 25–April  10)

Regular Rate :  $150 (April  11–April  27)

VIP Ticket :  $225 

Enjoy a VIP reception,  exclusive seating,  f irst  choice of  parking,  and early access  

to fundraising activities !



Rebecca’s Circle
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TUESDAY, APRIL 14TH  9:30am - 11 :30am

The Bible Study is  from the Spring 2026 issue of  Gather magazine

published by the Women of the ELCA.

 BIBLE STUDY: I  AM - God’s  name,  God’s  promise

Session Two: Gate & Shepherd -  Guiding and Protecting Us

This session builds on the theme of  God’s  abiding love as  we explore

another dimension of  I  AM, God’s  holy name and promise :  God’s  promise and

protection are the major themes of  the famous “Good Shepherd” discourse in John

10,  in which Jesus declares  that he is  both the good shepherd and the gate for the

sheep.    Our God who abides with us is  also a God who moves with us ,  who knows us,

protects  us and leads us through the ups and downs of  l i fe .

   The Bible Study begins at  10:00am.

Come at 9 :30am for social  t ime

 4th f loor Party Room at South Wirth Apartments

 501 Theodore Wirth Parkway in Golden Valley

A greeter wil l  be in the lobby to welcome you and direct you to the meeting.

Mark the second Tuesday of  each month on your calendar and join us .

Whether you can come monthly or occasionally,  you are always welcome.

You don’t  need a copy of  the magazine to participate .

If  you have any questions or need directions,  contact -  Elaine Lofquist

em.lofquist@comcast .net    763-432-7966 (home) or 612-816-5591 (mobile)



Our planned March 15 Racial Justice team meeting was interrupted by a snow storm, so I don’t have a

nicely packaged, focused message for you! I do have, however, a few rambling thoughts and ideas!

-I am grateful for the many individuals at Valley of Peace who have not hesitated to be involved in caring

for our neighbors and our state.  

People are shopping and delivering groceries for those sheltering at home.

 They are attending marches and protests and resistance events.  

We are bringing in food items for PRISM.

  People are engaging our state and national representatives and senators, imploring for their care for

their constituencies.  

We are bringing in items for our Blessing Box.  

They are involved in justice initiatives in Golden Valley, the northern suburbs and with Wildfire

churches.  

VOP sent a busload of people to the Isaiah Palm Sunday march, worship and choir at the State Capitol.

We have dedicated our soup supper donations to local, immigrant restaurants.

-I rejoice that most every month, with our Missions of the Month, VOP supports initiatives that support

our neighbors of color, and justice, in so many ways-

PRISM, supporting all, including our BIPOC neighbors

Every Meal, feeding children with family food insecurity

Habitat for Humanity, providing housing for low income folks

Loaves and Fishes, providing meals to the community

Global Missions, sending support for new parents in Africa

Reconciling in Christ, holding up our commitment to an open welcome

Cherish All Children, protecting children with the power of prayer

A Note From the Racial Justice Team
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A Note From the Racial Justice Team Continued...
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-On this  snowy day,  perfect  for t ime curled up with a book,  I  can recommend these

good reads to you –

See Me,  Believe Me -     Yolanda Denison Byers

Ashes to Action:  Finding Myself  at  the Intersection 

of  the Minneapolis  Uprising -    Shari  Seifert

Spirit  Car:  Journey to a Dakota Past  -   Diane Wilson

And for children –

Our First  Bus Ride -     Derek Francis

-We hope to plan another l itt le  f ield trip  e ither to Fort Snell ing or to the

Minneapolis  American Indian Center and Gallery.  Watch for news on this !

-As so many of  us ,  I  consider and struggle with the daily news cycle .

 No matter what one ’s  polit ical  leanings,  we can al l  be saddened by the deep divisions

in our country.  Divisions that in many instances relate to our knowledge of  and

beliefs  on racial  and gender equity,  and on what we believe is  just .  

I  pray  for a  country f i l led with more welcome,  more truth,  more care for al l  people,

more love.

Barb Mikelson,

on behalf  of  the VOP Racial  Justice team



Children, Youth & Family Updates
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Vacation Bible School

Save the Dates: August 10 - 13, 5:15 pm to 7:30 pm daily

Location: Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church
5530 N 42nd Ave, Robbinsdale, MN 55422

A meal will be provided for children and volunteers each evening.
Pending volunteer availability, Adult Bible Study/Discussion to coincide, likely at Wicked Wort.

More details and registration info to come!

Children & Youth Spring Schedule

Children’s Faith Formation
Children’s Faith Formation will not be meeting on Easter Sunday, April 5. We will resume our normal

schedule for Sundays April 12 through May 17, meeting at 9:00 am in the Library for those dates.

Confirmation
Confirmation will resume on April 15! We will meet as usual in the Fireside Room from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm.

We will meet weekly through May 13, after which we will start our Summer Break.



Adult Faith Formation
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Welcome to Adult Faith Formation in the Fireside Room. 

April 5: Easter! No Adult Faith Formation!

April 12: Angels and Art!
Everything you ever wanted to know about angels! Barb Mikelson will be sharing some images of angels in art,

exploring how these beings have been represented throughout the ages. She brings her expertise as a MIA docent
to our session!

April 19: What is Compassion? Led by Wes Syverson
What is compassion? Wes will share a perspective from God, Christ, and Biblical stories. 

 April 26: Building Brain Healthy Habits with Sara Michel
Research signs there are everyday habits you can build today to help protect your memory and thinking as you

get older-even reducing your risk of cognitive decline and possibly dementia. We’ll learn about healthy habits for
your brain, like exercising and eating right, the brain-heart connection, and how to build our own personalized

action plan for brain-healthy habits. This is a program from the Alzheimer’s Association!

Come join us at 9:00 am in the Fireside Room!
The coffee will be on! 



Letters From Birmingham
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Spring Volunteers :  Apri l
If  there  are  any OPEN posit ions  you are  able  to  volunteer  for ,  p lease  email  of f ice@valleyofpeace .org to  s ign up!
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Sunday, April 12 at 10:15 am 
Opener/Closer: OPEN
Greeter: Linda Franz
Welcome Center: Abby, Matthew & Audrey Stetler
Ushers: Sally Daniels Herron, Casey Balint, 
            Skip Humphrey & Sten Pearson
WA: Kirsten Kessel
Reader: OPEN
Com. Servers: Gina Privratsky, Diane Hinderlie,
                       Barb Mikelson & Paul Mikelson
Tech: Melissa Dellwo
Faith Moment: Jon Larson
Coffee Cart: Jim Jasper
Altar Care: Claudia Aronsohn
CYF Greeter: Lona Froyum

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday, April 5 at 10:15 am (Easter)
Opener/Closer: Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
Greeter: Elaine Lofquist
Welcome Center: Sally Daniels Herron
Ushers: Dee Kendall, Ann Dybvig, 
            Andy Dybvig & Wes Syverson
WA: Tara Kuckkan
Reader: Ken Schneider
Com. Servers: Laurie Eaton, Mary Hovden, 
                      Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
Tech: Naomi Dybvig
Faith Moment: Dan Miller
Coffee Cart: Chrys Johnson
Altar Care: Claudia Aronsohn
CYF Greeter: Joan Maland

Thursday, April 2 at 6:30 pm (Maundy Thursday)
Opener/Closer: Pat McGraw
Usher: OPEN (NEED 1)
Worship Assistant: Tara Kuckkan
Reader: Barb Mikelson
Communion Servers: Clara Osborn, Harlowe Moravec, 
                                  Henry White & Jon Larson
Tech: OPEN
Altar Care: Claudia Aronsohn

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Friday, April 3 at 6:30 pm (Good Friday)
Opener/Closer: Pat McGraw
Usher: OPEN (NEED 1)
Reader: Barry Terrass
Tech: Andy Dybvig 
Altar Care: Claudia Aronsohn

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sunday, April 19 at 10:15 am 
Opener/Closer: Jim Jasper
Greeter: OPEN
Welcome Center: Diane Hinderlie
Ushers: Lauren Pockl, Shennon Jay, 
            Dee Kendall & Heidi Boesen
WA: Sara Hoge
Reader: Sally Daniels Herron
Com. Servers: Anna Campbell, Darcie Rodman, 
                       Melissa Dellwo & Dan Johnson
Tech: Pam Syverson
Faith Moment: Barb Mikelson
Coffee Cart: Lisa Rothschild
Altar Care: Claudia Aronsohn
CYF Greeter: Shennon Jay

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sunday, April 26 at 10:15 am (4-The-Kids)
Opener/Closer: Paul Mikelson
Greeter: Pat Hoyt
Welcome Center: Anna Halvorson
Ushers: Assigned at Worship
WA: Diane Hinderlie
Reader: Assigned at Worship
Com. Servers: Carolyn Rask, Becca Anderson,
                       Dee Kendall & Dave Gilyard
Tech: Evelyn Anderson
Coffee Cart: Nancy Rogness
Altar Care: Claudia Aronsohn
CYF Greeter: Joan Maland 

mailto:office@valleyofpeace.org


Spring Volunteers :  May
If  there  are  any OPEN posit ions  you are  able  to  volunteer  for ,  p lease  email  of f ice@valleyofpeace .org to  s ign up!
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Sunday, May 3 at 10:15 am 
Opener/Closer: Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
Greeter: Dave Gilyard
CYF Greeter: OPEN
Welcome Center: Lisa Rothschild
Ushers: Craig Franz, Wes Syverson, 
             Skip Humphrey & Sten Pearson
Worship Assistant: Sara Hoge
Reader: Kari Roll
Communion Servers: Mary Hovden & Laurie Eaton
Faith Moment: Dan Johnson
Technology: Melissa Dellwo
Coffee Cart: Diane Hinderlie 
Altar Care: Linda Franz

Sunday, May 24 at 10:15 am (4-The-Kids)
Opener/Closer: Paul Mikelson
Greeter: Paul Mikelson
CYF Greeter: OPEN
Welcome Center: Sally Daniels Herron
Ushers: Assigned at Worship
Worship Assistant: Elizabeth Hermeier
Reader: Assigned at Worship
Communion Servers: Dan Miller, Carolyn Rask, 
                                 Darcie Rodman & Laurie Eaton
Faith Moment: Pastor Ashley Osborn
Technology: Steve Collin
Coffee Cart: Abby Stetler, Matthew Stetler & 
                    Audrey Stetler
Altar Care: Linda Franz

Sunday, May 10 at 10:15 am 
Opener/Closer: Jim Jasper
Greeter: Diane Hinderlie
CYF Greeter: OPEN
Welcome Center: Julia Madison
Ushers: Lisa Thanghe, Gina Privratsky, 
             Shennon Jay & Steve Collin
Worship Assistant: Barb Stadie
Reader: Steve Hoge
Communion Servers: Sara Hoge, Becca Anderson, 
                                 Ruth Larson & Jon Larson
Faith Moment: Barry Terrass
Technology: Evelyn Anderson
Coffee Cart: Jim Jasper
Altar Care: Linda Franz

Sunday, May 17 at 10:15 am 
Opener/Closer: Jim Jasper
Greeter: Barb Mikelson
CYF Greeter: OPEN
Welcome Center: Anna Halvorson
Ushers: Ann Dybvig, Andy Dybvig, 
            Heidi Boesen & Sally Daniels Herron
Worship Assistant: Tara Kuckkan
Reader: Leslie Gilyard
Communion Servers: Anna Campbell, Dan Miller, 
                                  Mary Hovden & Paul Mikelson 
Faith Moment: Darcie Rodman
Technology: Naomi Dybvig
Coffee Cart: Nancy Rogness
ALtar Care: Linda Franz

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday, May 31 at 10:15 am
Opener/Closer: Jim Jasper
Greeter: Anna Halvorson
Welcome Center: Gina Privratsky & Lisa Thanghe
Ushers: Lynn Schneider, Ken Schneider, 
            Darlene Lamker & Dean Lamker
Worship Assistant: Dan Miller
Reader: Barry Terrass
Communion Servers: Dee Kendall, Heidi Boesen,
                                  Dave Gilyard & Steve Hoge
Faith Moment: Dan Johnson
Technology: Matt Dellwo
Coffee Cart: Chrys Johnson
Altar Care: Linda Franz

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

mailto:office@valleyofpeace.org


4/5: Maya Lee

4/6: Pastor Ashley Osborn

4/7: Isabella Wallace

4/8: Emilie Moravec

4/10: Gina Privratsky

4/12: Betty Hill

4/15: Leo Anderson

4/16: Loren Stetler

4/18: Sara Hoge & William Schueth

4/19: Cindy Carow

4/21: Max Froyum

4/23: Kris Ahlbrecht

4/24: Phoebe Nelson

4/25: Kari Roll & Diane Hinderlie
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4/18: Linda & Joe Cherra, their 56th;
4/20: Sabra & Davis Edwards, their 30th;

4/21: Rebecca & Tom Anderson, their 19th;
4/25: Suzann & Matthew Swaggert, their 17th;
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Activity Calendar


	QUICK LOOK
	VALLEY OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH VOICE
	April 2026
	GET IN TOUCH
	Staff & Leadership
	About Valley of Peace
	Website www.valleyofpeace.org
	Phone Number (763) 588-4611
	Office Hours Tu-Th 1 pm- 5 pm
	Mailing Address 4735 Bassett Creek Drive,  Golden Valley, MN 55422


	A Word From Pastor Ashley Osborn
	A Word From Pastor Ashley Osborn Continued...
	Holy Week & Easter Worship Services
	Some Note-able Music Updates
	Looking for guitar players.
	Contact Christine if you are willing to play in church!
	612-834-3228 OR music@valleyofpeace.org

	Blessing Box Update
	Community Closing Celebration
	Orientation Meeting


	Food & Supply Drive for Noble Elementary School
	Taste of the Burbs
	Rebecca’s Circle
	TUESDAY, APRIL 14TH  9:30am - 11:30am
	BIBLE STUDY: I AM - God’s name, God’s promise
	The Bible Study begins at 10:00am.
	Mark the second Tuesday of each month on your calendar and join us. Whether you can come monthly or occasionally, you are always welcome.

	A Note From the Racial Justice Team
	A Note From the Racial Justice Team Continued...
	Children, Youth & Family Updates
	Vacation Bible School
	Children & Youth Spring Schedule

	Adult Faith Formation
	Welcome to Adult Faith Formation in the Fireside Room.
	April 5: Easter! No Adult Faith Formation!
	Come join us at 9:00 am in the Fireside Room! The coffee will be on!

	Letters From Birmingham
	Spring Volunteers: April If there are any OPEN positions you are able to volunteer for, please email office@valleyofpeace.org to sign up!
	Spring Volunteers: May If there are any OPEN positions you are able to volunteer for, please email office@valleyofpeace.org to sign up!
	4/5: Maya Lee
	4/6: Pastor Ashley Osborn
	4/7: Isabella Wallace
	4/8: Emilie Moravec
	4/10: Gina Privratsky
	4/12: Betty Hill
	4/15: Leo Anderson
	4/16: Loren Stetler
	4/18: Sara Hoge & William Schueth
	4/19: Cindy Carow
	4/21: Max Froyum
	4/23: Kris Ahlbrecht
	4/24: Phoebe Nelson
	4/25: Kari Roll & Diane Hinderlie
	4/18: Linda & Joe Cherra, their 56th; 4/20: Sabra & Davis Edwards, their 30th; 4/21: Rebecca & Tom Anderson, their 19th; 4/25: Suzann & Matthew Swaggert, their 17th;
	Activity Calendar

